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Shared stories

These stories were shared by Nuu-chah-nulth learners, and retold by fluent elders.

1. Thanksgiving

by taa?isumqa Josephine George, as told by saak"“isA. Hilda Hanson

kithsa?tints ?aasiiqskqgs, haawawiigSat

Thanksgiving dinner.
?ah?aaAAa?... tig¥aasaiin tiipin.

?ah?aaAAa? ?aasiiqskgs ?a?aatuu
yaq?aqAii cicigink.

siyaaq, siyaag—waa?ait Robert.
?ah?aal ciciginkSa?A.

?aayict faatiiq q“aariitq ha?um.
?ah?aa’ nacuul siicit Taatiiqi 2uuk“it
nananagsk.

c¢amaht nacuutl siicit fatagsA 2uuk“it

nananagsk.

My niece phoned me to invite me to

Thanksgiving dinner.
Then... we were sitting at the table.

Then my niece asked who would say

grace.

“Me, me!” said Robert.

So he started praying.

He said many thank yous for the food.

Then he looked me in the face, and said

thank you for his grandmothers.

He looked me right in the face, and said

thank you for his grandmothers.

2. ¢ayix Verna - Verna picks berries

by Verna Jules, as told by saak“isA Hilda Hanson

3. ¢ayix Verna - Verna picks berries

by Verna Jules, as told by q“aawinsath Al Vincent

cayixintwa?$ tuucaamh muucink.

muu luucaamh—Verna ?uh?iis
haak“aaAk" Veronica, Joanne ?uh?iis$

Lynne, his$iA 2u?u?iih.

pawitSAii¢ Verna.

Four ladies were picking berries.

Four ladies—Verna, her daughter
Veronica, Joanne, and Lynne, picking

blackberries.

Verna disappeared.
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hayimha?t q"ici¢Aii.

tictaayswa?s ?2uuk“it haa?ah kuwisi.
¢aniintii¢ hin hil kuwis haa?ah hiliitq
hisSiAmiti.

haa?ah tictaays wiikiASa?Aiica?t.
hayimh q“ici¢Aii.

?2u?uukhaXii¢ hitacwiis 2uukil kuwisi.
wiik§ahs—huwaaA.iic.

cuu.

Kyuquot-Checleseht

They didn’t know where she had gone.
She had fallen in a hole.

She hadn’t known there was a hole where

the blackberry bushes were.

She fell in, and they couldn’t find her.
They didn’t know where she had gone.
She came out of the hole on her own.
She said, “I’'m okay.”

The end.

4. tutuéiih hayuuma?in - Vince gets sea urchins

by hayuuma?in Vince Smith, as told by saak"isA Hilda Hanson

5. tutué¢iih hayuuma?in - Vince gets sea urchins

by hayuuma?in Vince Smith, as told by q¥aawinsath Al Vincent

¢uu, ?uughta?qAs hayuumafin, Vincent
Smith.

hilintwa?$ mahta€s.

taaksiAintii¢ tutué¢iih haaya?Aquu
?uuhwat tuchtaa.

?u?uq ?uupaatk™i.

kamaanp Capic.

?ah?aaA walSiA hinit ?2uuk"it ?aya... [AV:

hinitA ?uuk“it 2aya quu?as.]

hitingsa?A ?aya quu?as ?uucminh kiAyik,
q“aahwal?aahaat kiiAkiiA tu¢up 2uuk“il.

?ah?aaA nisimhca?Aqool, hinii¢A ?2uukit

I’'m going to tell about Vince Smith.

He was at Queens Cove.

He would go after sea urchins at low tide,

using a sea urchin spear.
He went with his friend
They filled up their canoe

Then they went home and invited many

people.

Many people came down the beach
carrying crackers, which they would use

to crack open the sea urchins.

Then when they got full, they took the
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haa?ah yaagmititq walSiA. leftovers home.

¢uu. The end.

6. hiniip$A Lillian fapc?in - Lillian gets abalone

by waamiiSinaat Lillian Jack, as told by saak"isA. Hilda Hanson

¢uu, 2ahkuu ?2uyaghmisi 2uuc Lillian Well, this story belongs to Lillian Jack.

Jack.

?Pacsidintii¢a?t 2unaahwits Sapc?in, 2u?uq | They would go out on the water looking

haa?ah ?uupaatk™. for abalone, (Lillian) and a friend.

?ah?aa’A ?uci¢A hil?iitq ?aya fapc?in. Then they went where there was lots of
abalone.

?u?uriihSa?Aat ?ayiipSA fapcrin. They got lots of abalone.

?ah?aaA walSiA. Then they went home.

?2uuna?s ?ah?aa. That’s all.

7. 2aiak"}¢ink éapaak - Eight in a canoe
by hisiiq“t Natalie Jack, as told by saak"isA Hilda Hanson

hilcamafqAintwa?$ maamax"“iyuq Java Janice wanted to have coffee at Java the
the Hut k"aapaScwits. Hut.

wiikaaAal ha?akAqgs puut. There were no boats.

¢uu, 2uyiifin ¢apickVqs—waa?a’ “Let’s take my canoe,” Janice said.
maamax"iyugq.

¢uu, kamitg$a?A Jayne ?unaah Aatwaadk, | So Jayne ran to get the paddles.

?iqyik.

¢uu, Aiihsa?Aat huu, ?aAa naniigs, ?aka So they started paddling, two

[haathaak“A.], muu k"akuuc. grandmothers, two daughters, and four
granddaughters.

AiihSa?A k“isagsA. They went across the bay.
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hiniip§A ?uuk"it Java the Hut, hit

huupsitas.
k"aapafa¢Aat hit.
¢uu, hawaaX k“aapa€Sc.

hu?aci¢Awitsaiat hitags éapickval.

?ah?aaAintii¢ hil mamatna piik¢piiké

?uuk“il haa?ah ¢apaaki k¥iisaqsA.
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The got to Java the Hut, on Walter’s
Island.

They had coffee there.
They finished having coffee.

They were going to go back in their

canoe.

By that time, there were tourists there,
taking pictures of the canoers going

across the bay.

8. cayna?th ha?umk - Chinese food
by maarhaginSat Sophie Billy

hitintin Adisuwh.
hawaaAin.
hilin ¢uumataas.

tapatsa?Ain hit?aqiin ha?uk, ta?Ain

hayimh ?ahkuu mafuusi.

—?ucici?in Quality Foods—waa?aA

hayah.
naacii¢a?Ain ¢ayna?thi ha?umk.

—?u?iicaqAs siyaaq mini combo, ?in

¢amahtayiis wik ?iih tuucma.
?uu?a?Aintiis cihuk-and-¢amisi pork.

Adam ?uh?aAint 2uu?iA chicken ?uh?ii$

black beans ?uh?iis siisiicxx".
haawaa ?iihintiS ha?um.

?aya ha?um.

We were at school.
We finished.
We’re in Port Alberni.

We tried to figure out where to eat, but

we don’t know this town.

“Let’s go to Quality Foods,” this person
(Adam) said.

We saw the Chinese food.

“I’ll have a mini combo, because I'm

really not a big woman.”
I had sweet and sour pork.

Adam had chicken and black beans and

rice.
There was real lots of food!

Lots of food.
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?umaas... 2iihint haa?ah plate-uk ?uuk"it
tuhéitkgs.

?2urhaasaAintiis kaminA..

?uupinA hawiigA qaseekqs ?uuk"it

haa?ah taaéaakqs.

¢uu.
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The plate was bigger than my head!

I got really full.

My eyes were hungrier than my stomach.

That’s all.

! Thanksgiving, recorded 20130406, transcribed 20140320 by AW.

2 Verna picked berries (HH), recorded 20130430, transcribed ???

3 Verna picked berries (AV), recorded 20130430, transcribed 20140308 by AV, AW.
* Vince got sea urchins (HH), recorded 20130430, transcribed ???

® Vince got sea urchins (AV), recorded 20130430, transcribed 20140308 by AV, AW.
® Lillian gets abalone, recorded 20130430, transcribed 20131009 by HH, AW.

7 Eight in a canoe, recorded 20130430, transcribed 20140320 by AW.

8 Chinese food, recorded and transcribed 20131026 by SB, AW.



