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Language circle survival conversations 2 
for Barkley Sound Nuuchahnulth* 

§1. Lifelines (18) 

1. ʔaʔaquuḥak...............................................What are you saying? 
2. ʔaʔaquumiḥsaḥak. ....................................What do you want to say? 
3. ___ waamiḥsamaḥ. ..................................... I want to say ___. 
4. huʔaasʔi waa. ........................................... Say it again! 
5. hayimḥimaḥ.............................................. I don’t know. 
‣ hayaaʔakaḥ. E........................................... I don’t know. 
6. hayaap̓ałšiʔaƛaḥ. ...................................... I’ve forgotten. 
7. hayimḥičiʔaƛaḥ. ....................................... I’ve forgotten. 
8. wikmiḥsamaḥ. .......................................... I don’t want to. 
‣ w̓asnamaḥ................................................. I don’t want to. 
‣ cǐn̓̓ uqƛaḥ. W ............................................. I don’t want to. 
‣ wikap̓̓ is. ....................................................Let me not. I pass. 
9. ʔaʔaquuʔatḥaʔaała ___. ..............................How does one say ___? 
‣ waaʔatiiʔaał. CM ......................................How does one say ___? 
10. waaʔatmaʔaała ___.....................................One says ___. 
11. hayimḥimaḥ waaʔatiiʔaała. ...................... I don’t know how it’s said. 
‣ ƛuułƛuułeʔi ciiqciiqa................................ Speak slowly. 
‣ ʔapsčiikḥas................................................Am I saying it right? 
‣ ʔapsčiikeʔic...............................................You’re saying it right. 
‣ wiksčiikeʔic. .............................................You aren’t saying it right. 
12. naʔaaḥak siya̓. ..........................................Do you hear me? 
13. naʔaamaḥ suw̓a. ....................................... I hear you. 
14. wikaamaḥ suw̓̓ a. ....................................... I don’t hear you. 
15. nanaʔaḥak siya̓. ........................................Do you understand me? 
‣ nanaʔaḥak wawaayiis. ..............................Do you understand what I’m saying? 
16. nanaʔamaḥ suw̓a. ..................................... I understand you. 
‣ nanaʔamaḥ wawaayiik. ............................ I understand what you’re saying. 
‣ ḥamatamaḥ ̓ wawaayiik............................. I know what you’re saying. 
17. wiwikapamaḥ suw̓̓ a. ................................. I don’t understand you. 
‣ wiwikapamaḥ ̓ wawaayiik. ........................ I don’t understand what you’re saying. 
18. naneʔiičiʔaƛaḥ.......................................... I have understood. I get it now. 

§2. Interjections (4) 

19. čukʷaa. .....................................................Come here. 
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20. čukʷaačak. ................................................Come here, you all. 
‣ čukʷaač.....................................................Come here, you all. 
21. kaaʔa. .......................................................Give me it. 
‣ kaaʔas. ......................................................Give me it. 
‣ hiniiʔis. .....................................................Give me it. 
‣ ʔuyiiʔis......................................................Give me it. 
22. maa...........................................................Here you go. (said when giving) 
‣ ʔaḥkuuʔakeʔic. .........................................Here is yours. (said when giving) 

§3. Eating (11) 

23. haʔukw̓ita̓sin! ...........................................We’re about to eat! 
24. haʔukšiʔaƛ̓i............................................... Start eating. 
25. haʔukšiʔaƛic ̌̓ . ............................................ Start eating, you all. 
26. ʔuusy̌a̓ksǐƛeʔic haʔuk̫̓ ap siya̓. .................Thank you for feeding me. 
‣ čamasukʷeʔic haʔum. ...............................Your food is delicious. 
27. ƛ̓eekoo waamaaḥ yaqitiiʔał siqiił. ............ I thank the cooks. 
28. haw̓iiqƛḥak...............................................Are you hungry? 
29. haw̓iiqƛaḥ................................................. I’m hungry. 
30. wikaaḥ haw̓iiqƛ. ....................................... I’m not hungry. 
31. naqmiiḥaḥak.............................................Are you thirsty? 
32. naqmiiḥamaḥ............................................ I’m thirsty. 
33. naquutiʔis. ................................................Give me a drink. 

§4. Visiting (8) 

34. mačinuʔi. ..................................................Come in. 
‣ hiniiʔiʔi. CT ..............................................Come in. 
35. kʷaapiʕisʔaaqƛin. .....................................We’ll have coffee. 
36. kʷaapiʕisʔap̓is. ..........................................Let me have coffee. 
37. yaałmaa ʔinma ʔiš šuukʷaa. .....................There’s the milk and sugar. 
38. naaʔuuʔaaqƛeʔic. .....................................You will eat with us. Join us. 
39. haʔuk̫̓ aƛitḥak. .........................................Have you eaten? 
40. haʔuk̫̓ aƛitaḥ. ........................................... I’ve eaten. 
‣ ƛaḥitaḥ haʔuk........................................... I just ate. 
41. wikyu̓umaḥ haʔuk. ................................... I haven’t eaten. 
‣ wiktaqšiƛaḥ haʔuk.................................... I haven’t eaten. 

§5. News (5) 

42. ʔaqaʕaƛḥa ʔuyaqḥmis...............................What’s the news? 
‣ ʔuyaqḥnakḥak...........................................Do you have news? 
43. ƛułukʷaḥ ʔuyaqḥmis. ............................... I have good news. 
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44. ʔayaakaḥ ʔuyaqḥmis................................. I have lots of news. 
45. wik̓iitukʷaḥ ʔuyaqḥmis............................. I don’t have any news. 
46. p̓isǎqma ʔuyaqḥmis. .................................The news is bad. 
‣ wikmaa ƛuł ʔuyaqḥmis.............................The news isn’t good. 

§6. Politeness (7) 

47. ƛ̓eekoo......................................................Thank you. 
48. ʔuusy̌a̓ksǐƛeʔic..........................................You’ve done (me) a favour. 
‣ ʔaapḥiisiłameʔic. ......................................You’ve done something kind. 
49. čamułḥas hupii suw̓a. ...............................Can I help you? 
50. łaakšiʔis hupii. ..........................................Please help me. 
‣ hupiiʔis łaakšiƛ.........................................Please help me. 
51. ʔuʔaałukḥʔi...............................................Take care (of yourself). 
52. ʔuuya̓łukḥʔi. .............................................Take care. Be careful. Be safe. 
‣ cǔusǔkḥ̓ ʔi..................................................Take care. Be careful. 
‣ ʕaʕałḥʔi.....................................................Take care. Be well. Best wishes. 
53. ʔuuya̓łuk̫̓ is...............................................Excuse me. Watch out for me. 
‣ ḥimqeeʔi! ..................................................Excuse me. Look out! 

§7. Commands (12) 

54. weeʔii. ...................................................... Say it! 
55. weeʔiič...................................................... Say it (you all)! 
56. naʔaataḥʔi.................................................Listen! 
57. naʔaataḥʔis. ..............................................Listen to me! 
58. naʔaataḥʔič. ..............................................Listen (you all)! 
59. ʔaʔaatuuʔi.................................................Ask him, her! 
60. ʔaʔaatuuʔis. ..............................................Ask me! 
61. n̓amałšiʔi...................................................Try! 
‣ maanukʷiʔi. E ...........................................Try! 
62. qʷisʔii. ......................................................Do it! 
63. qʷisʔaaqƛaḥ.............................................. I’ll do it. 
64. yu̓uqʷeeʔi..................................................You (do it) too. 
65. yu̓uqʷeeʔim...............................................You (do it) too (in the future). 
‣ yu̓uqʷeeʔiʔaała. ........................................You (do it) too (always). 

§8. Turn-taking (5) 

66. ḥaʔuqḥšiʔaƛ̓i.............................................Take a turn. 
67. ʔuḥiičiʔaƛ̓i. ...............................................Now you do it. 
‣ suw̓aaʕaƛ̓i.................................................Now you do it. 
68. ʔuukʷiłʔaƛ̓i ___. .........................................Now do it to ___. 
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69. ƛaaʔučiłʔaƛ̓i. ............................................Now do it to someone else. 
70. siičiłʔaƛ̓is. .................................................Now do it to me. 
‣ ʔuukʷiłʔaƛ̓is..............................................Now do it to me. 

§9. Indefinites (17) 

71. ʔačaqḥa yaa. .............................................Who’s that? 
72. ʔuḥmaa ___ yaa čakupʔi.............................That man is ___. 
73. ʔuḥmaa ___ yaa łuucsmeʔi. ........................That woman is ___. 
74. ʔačaqłaḥa..................................................What is his, her name? 
75. ʔaqičłaḥa...................................................What is it called? 
76. ʔukłaama ___..............................................He, she, it is called ___. 
77. hayimḥimaḥ yaqii..................................... I don’t know who it is. 
‣ hayimḥimaḥ yaquusi. ............................... I don’t know who it is. 
78. ʔaqaqḥa ʔaḥkuu........................................What’s this? 
79. ʔaqaqḥa ʔaḥn̓ii..........................................What’s that (by you)? 
80. ʔaqaqḥa yaa..............................................What’s that? 
81. hayimḥimaḥ qʷiqii.................................... I don’t know what it is. 
‣ hayimḥimaḥ qʷiquusi. .............................. I don’t know what it is. 
82. waasiḥa čiišuł. ..........................................Where’s the washroom? 
83. yaałmaa čiišuł...........................................The washroom’s over there. 
84. hayimḥimaḥ hiłii. ..................................... I don’t know where it is. 
‣ hayimḥimaḥ hiłuusi.................................. I don’t know where it is. 
85. ʔaaqinʔapḥa..............................................What is he, she doing? 
86. huuxsʔatuma.............................................He, she is resting. 
87. hayimḥimaḥ qʷaaʔapii. ............................ I don’t know what he, she is doing. 
‣ hayimḥimaḥ qʷaaʔapuusi. ........................ I don’t know what he, she is doing. 

§10. Home (6) 

88. weʔičpiʔaƛ̓i...............................................Go to bed. 
89. weʔičuʔaƛ̓i................................................Go to sleep. 
90. ƛułʔim weʔič. ........................................... Sleep well. 
‣ čamiḥtaʔum waʔič. CT.............................. Sleep well. 
91. ti̓qpiʔaƛ̓i. ..................................................Get out of bed. 
92. m̓ucǐc ̌̓ uʔaƛ̓i. ..............................................Get dressed. 
‣ čamułḥas yaaʔał pikcǎscu̓. ........................Can I watch television? 
93. hitaasḥči pisatuk čaani. ............................Go play outside for a while. 

§11. Greetings (17) 

94. čačimḥiḥak. ..............................................Are you okay? 
95. wiikšaḥiḥak. .............................................Are you okay? Is nothing wrong? 
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96. čačimḥimaḥ. ............................................. I’m okay. 
‣ čaačimḥisamaḥ. ........................................ I’m really good. 
‣ wiikšaḥimaḥ. ............................................ I’m okay. Nothing’s wrong with me. 
‣ wiikšaḥisamaḥ. ......................................... I’m really good. 
97. čačimḥakḥak taatn̓̓ eʔis..............................Are your children okay? 
98. čačimḥimaʔał............................................They’re okay. 
99. yu̓uqʷaaḥak čačimḥi. ................................Are you okay too? 
100. yu̓uqʷaamaḥ čačimḥi................................ I’m okay too. 
101. ʔaaqinʔaƛḥa hitaas. ..................................How’s the weather? 
‣ ʔaaqinʔap̓aƛḥa n̓aas..................................How’s the weather? 
102. ʔuuʔuuquk̫̓ aƛma. .................................... It’s nice weather. 
103. ʔuuqumḥiʔaƛma. ...................................... It’s calm weather. 
104. wiiwiiquk̓ʷaƛma....................................... It’s dreary weather. 
105. qʷaamaa. .................................................. It sure is. 
‣ ʔaanima. ................................................... It sure is. 
106. hayimḥimaḥ qʷaaʔaƛii hitaas................... I don’t know how the weather is. 
‣ hayimḥimaḥ qʷaaʔap̓aƛii n̓aas. ................ I don’t know how the weather is. 
107. ʔaaqinʔapḥak. ...........................................What are you doing? 
108. mamuukʷaḥ. ............................................. I’m working. 
109. huuḥtakšiiḥaḥ quuquuʔaca....................... I’m learning to speak Nuuchahnulth. 
110. wiikstupšaḥamaḥ. ..................................... I’m not doing anything. 

§12. Personal (10) 

111. ʔačaqłaḥak. ...............................................What’s your name? 
112. ʔukłaamaḥ ___............................................My name is ___. 
113. waastaqšiƛḥak. .........................................Where are you from? 
‣ ʔaqaatḥḥak. ..............................................What is your tribe? 
‣ waastatḥḥ̓ ak..............................................What is your tribe? 
114. histaqšiƛaḥ ___........................................... I’m from ___. 
‣ ʔuʔatḥaḥ ___...............................................My tribe is ___. 
‣ histatḥaḥ ̓ ___. .............................................My tribe is ___. 
115. ʔačaqukḥak ʔumʔiiqsu ʔuḥʔis ̌n̓uw̓iiqsu. ..Who are your mother and father? 
‣ ʔačaqukḥak ʔeʔiic ̌i̓m.................................Who are your parents? 
116. ʔačaqukḥak nananiqsu..............................Who are your grandparents? 
117. ʔuḥukʷaḥ ʔumʔiiqsu ___.............................My mother is ___. 
118. ʔuḥukʷaḥ n̓uw̓iiqsu ___. .............................My father is ___. 
119. ʔuḥukʷaḥ nananiqsu ___. ...........................My grandparents are ___. 
120. yaaʔakukʷaḥ suw̓a. ................................... I love you. 
‣ yaamisukʷaḥ suw̓a.................................... I love you. 
 


