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Nuuchahnulth beginner’s mood guide* 

Mood is an important concept in Nuuchahnulth. A mood ending completes a sentence, 
saying who it is about, and whether it is a statement, question, or command. 

 real (REAL) strong (STRG) 
 B BC T Q 

I –(m)aˑḥ  –s(iˑš)  –s(iˑš)  –siˑš~s 
you –(m)eˑʔic  –ʔiˑck  –ʔiˑc  –ʔiˑc 
he, she, it –maˑ  –ʔiˑš  –ʔiˑš  –ʔiˑš 
we –(m)in  –niˑš  –niˑš  –niˑš 
you all –(m)eˑʔicuu  –ʔiˑcuuš  –ʔiˑcuuš  –ʔiˑcuuš 
they –maˑʔał  –ʔiˑšʔał  –ʔiˑšʔał  –ʔiˑtaʔłš 

 hearsay (HRSY) 
 B C T Q 

I –weˑʔisi  –waˑʔic ̌a̓s  –waˑʔis  –waˑʔsš* 
you –weˑʔincuk  –waˑʔick  –waˑʔic  –waˑʔc 
he, she, it –weˑʔin  –waˑʔiš  –waˑʔiš  –waˑʔš 
we –weˑʔinni  –waˑʔičin  –waˑniš  –waˑʔinš 
you all –weˑʔincuu  –waˑʔicuuš  –waˑʔicuuš  –waˑʔcuuš 
they –weˑʔinʔał  –waˑʔišʔał  –waˑʔišʔał  –waˑʔtaʔłš 

 definite (DEFN) 
 B AL HT Q 

I –qaˑs  –qs  –qs  –qaˑs 
you –ʔiˑtqak  –ʔiˑtk  –ʔiˑk  –ʔiˑtk 
he, she, it –ʔiˑtq  –ʔiˑtq  –ʔiˑq  –ʔiˑtq 
we –qin  –qin  –qin  –qin 
you all –ʔiˑtqsuu  –ʔiˑtqsuu  –ʔiˑqsuu  –ʔiˑtqsuu 
they –ʔiˑtqʔał  –ʔiˑtqʔał  –ʔiˑqʔał  –ʔiˑtqaʔł 

 command (CMMD) 
 N BCT Q 
 ∅ me us  them  them 
you –!iˑ  –!iˑs –!in  –!iˑʔał  –!aˑʔł 
you all –!iˑč  –!iˑčas⁽⁺⁾ –!iˑčin⁽⁺⁾  –!iˑčʔał  –!iˑčaʔł 
we –!in  — —  –!inʔał  –!inł 
                                                 
* (CC BY 4.0) 2019–2020 Adam Werle. Somass Valley Language Circle ms. 
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 question (QUES)   neutral (NEUT) 
 B CT Q IQ 

I –ḥaˑs  –ḥs  –ḥaˑs  — 
you –ḥaˑk  –k  –ḥaˑk~k  — 
he, she, it –ḥaˑ  –ḥ  –ḥaˑ  –∅ 
we –ḥin  –ḥin  –ḥin  — 
you all –ḥaˑsuu  –ḥsuu  –ḥaˑsuu  — 
they –ḥaˑʔał  –ḥʔał  –ḥaˑʔł  –ʔał 

 possible (PSSB)   neutral (NEUT) 
 BCM I Q AL 

I –quus  –quˑs  –quus  –saˑ 
you –quuk  –quˑk  –quuk  –suuk 
he, she, it –quu  –quˑ  –quu  –∅ 
we –qun  –qun  –qun  –naˑ 
you all –quusuu  –quˑsuu  –quusuu  –suu 
they –quuʔał  –quˑʔał  –qooł  –ʔał 

 weak (WEAK)   neutral (NEUT) 
 BCM I Q BHM 

I –(y)iis  –(y)iˑs  –(y)iis  –siˑ 
you –(y)iik  –(y)iˑk  –(y)iik  –suˑk 
he, she, it –(y)ii  –(y)iˑ  –(y)ii  –∅ 
we –(y)in  –(y)in  –(y)in  –niˑ 
you all –(y)iisuu  –(y)iˑsuu  –(y)iisuu  –suu 
they –(y)iiʔał  –(y)iˑʔał  –(y)eeł  –ʔał 

 article (ARTL)  unknown (UNKN) 
 BCT Q BC Q 

he, she, it –ʔiˑ  –ʔiˑ  –(w)uusi  –wuusii 
they –ʔiˑʔał  –ʔał  –(w)uusiʔał  –wuuseeł* 

 go command (CMGO)  future command (CMFU) 
 B CTQ BQ CT 

you –čiˑ  –čiˑ  –!im  –!um 
you all –csuu  –cuu  –!iˑčim  –!iˑčum 

For a key to notation and abbreviations, see Language circle lessons for Nuuchahnulth. 


