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Language circle basic school phrases for 
East Barkley Sound Nuuchahnulth* 

 Level 1 

 Interjections 

1. čuu.......................................................Okay. Acknowledged. Goodbye. 
2. čuuč. ....................................................Okay, you all. 
3. čukʷaa. ................................................Come here. 
4. čukʷaač................................................Come here, you all. 
5. kaaʔa. ..................................................Give me it. 
6. maa......................................................Here you go. 
7. haaʔa. ..................................................Yes. 
8. wik.......................................................No, not. 

 Classroom 

9. naʔaataḥʔi! ..........................................Listen! 
10. naʔaataḥʔič!.........................................Listen, you all! 
11. ta̓akƛiłʔič!............................................Line up (indoors, you all)! 
12. ta̓akƛ̓asʔič!...........................................Line up (indoors, you all)! 
13. huuxsʔatuʔaƛ̓in....................................Let’s take a break now. Let’s have recess. 
14. ḥasiik̓aƛin. ...........................................We’re finished now. 

 Needs 

15. haw̓iiqƛḥak..........................................Are you hungry? 
16. naqmiiḥaḥak........................................Are you thirsty? 
17. wałaakmiḥsamaḥ čiišuł........................I want to go to the washroom. 
18. čamułḥas ʔucačiƛ čiišuł. ......................May I go to the washroom? 
19. čamułḥas naqšiƛ̓as.* ............................May I go get a drink? 
20. čamułeʔic.............................................You may. 
21. wałaakči...............................................Go on. 

 Greetings 

22. ʔuḥʔaƛḥak. ..........................................Is that you? 
23. ʔuḥʔaƛḥasuu........................................Is that you all? 
24. ʔuḥʔaƛaḥ. ............................................It’s me. 
25. čačimḥiḥak. .........................................Are you okay? 
26. čačimḥiḥasuu.......................................Are you all okay? 
27. čačimḥimaḥ. ........................................I’m okay. 
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28. yu̓uqʷaaḥak čačimḥi. ...........................Are you okay too? 
29. ƛułitḥak weʔič. ....................................Did you sleep well? 
30. ƛułʔim huuxsʔatu. ...............................Rest well. Have a good break. 

 Level 2 

 Lifelines 

31. ʔaʔaquuḥak..........................................What are you saying? 
32. huʔaasʔi waa. ......................................Say it again. 
33. wiwikapamaḥ suw̓̓ a. ............................I don’t understand you. 
34. wikap̓̓ is. ...............................................Let me not. 

 Weather 

35. ʔuuʔuuquk̫̓ aƛma ƛaḥ ʔuyi. ................It’s nice today. 
36. łiw̓aḥak̓aƛma ƛaḥ ʔuyi. .......................It’s cloudy today. 
37. m̓iƛaaʔaƛma ƛaḥ ʔuyi. ........................It’s snowing today. 
38. ʔaanima ___...........................................It sure is ___. 

 Activities 

39. ʔaaqinʔapḥak. ......................................What are you doing? 
40. mamuukʷaḥ. ........................................I’m working. 
41. wiikstupšaḥamaḥ.* ..............................I’m not doing anything. 
42. waascuʔukḥak......................................Where are you going? 
43. ___ ʔuucuʔukʷaḥ. ..................................I’m going to ___. 

 Politeness 

44. ʔuusy̌a̓ksǐƛeʔic.....................................Thank you. 
45. ƛ̓eekoo.................................................Thank you. 
46. ʔuuya̓łuk̫̓ is..........................................Watch out for me. Excuse me. 
47. ʔaapḥiisiłameʔic. .................................You have done something kind. 
48. čamułḥas hupii suw̓a. ..........................Can I help you? 
49. łaakšiʔis hupii. .....................................Please help me. 

 Telephone 

50. siya̓aʕaƛaḥ ___. .....................................This is ___. 
51. ʔačaqḥak..............................................Who are you? 
52. ʔaʔačačinkmiḥsaḥak. ...........................Who would you like to speak to? 
53. ʔuʔukʷinkmiḥsamaḥ ___, łaakšiƛ. .........I want to talk to ___, please. 
54. łaakšiʔi čaani naaw̓aḥi.........................Please wait a moment. 


