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2018–2020, Somass Valley Language Circle 

§1. Overview. In this work, I recommend one thousand 
Nuuchahnulth words as among the first that ought to be 
learned. They are divided into five blocks of two 
hundred words each, and then into twelve categories. 
The list is available in seven dialect versions. 
 In this brief introduction, I acknowledge some of my 
collaborators, and offer some explanation concerning 
glosses and abbreviations. For further background, see 
the accompanying document A report on first words.1 

§2. Acknowledgements. While these words come from 
many sources, new data come from the following elders, 
some of whom checked thousands of words. 

 Sophie Billy  Bruce Mark 
 Tom Curley  Leonard Mark 
 Patti Frank  Levi Martin 
 Willard Gallic  Bob Mundy 
 Josephine George  Benson Nookemis 
 Fidelia Haiyupis  Lucy Paivio 
 Hilda Hanson  Cecelia Savey 
 Bill Howard  Max Savey 
 Julia Lucas  Marj Touchie 
 Gloria Maquinna  Al Vincent 
                                                 
* (CC BY 4.0) 2018–2020 Adam Werle 
1 Adam Werle. 2018–2020. A report on First words. SVLC ms. 

Moira Barney, Linsey Haggard, David Inman, Michelle 
James, Henry Kammler, Marie Lavoie Jack, Vi Mundy, 
Samantha Touchie, and Victoria Wells greatly facilitated 
the research. Many others too numerous to acknowledge 
adequately here contributed in other ways, regarding 
which please see A report on First words. 

§3. Glosses. First words is a wordlist, not a dictionary. 
Whereas words in a dictionary are presented in all of 
their forms, with detailed definitions, words in this list 
are given in one form, and get just a brief gloss. 
 On the other hand, the glosses include some valuable 
grammatical information. In the following sections, I 
explain the conventions by which glosses convey 
concepts of number, gender, pointer distance, aspect, 
and transitivity. 

§4. Number. Like English, Nuuchahnulth distinguishes 
two numbers, singular and plural. But unlike English, it 
has plural adjectives and verbs, as well as nouns. 
 Where possible, I gloss Nuuchahnulth plurals using 
English plurals, as in nuučyuu ‘mountains’. But where 
there is no plural form in English, the abbreviation pl 
indicates that the word is plural, as in ʔaʔiiḥ ‘big (pl)’. 

 N nuučyuu.............................. mountains 
 B ʔeʔiiḥ, CTQ ʔaʔiiḥ ............... big (pl) 

§5. Gender. Some words having to do with feelings or 
private body parts have different feminine and masculine 
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forms, for describing females and males, respectively. 
These are indicated by the abbreviations f, m. 

 B ʔuuqsuuqƛ ...........................happy (f) 
 B ʔuuʕaqƛ ...............................happy (m) 

§6. Pointers. Pointers are words that say how far away 
something is. Whereas English distinguishes only two 
degrees of pointer distance (this, that), Nuuchahnulth has 
four, which I abbreviate as d1, d2, d3, d4. 

 N ʔaḥkuu.................................d1 this 
 N ʔaḥn̓ii ..................................d2 that (by you) 
 B yaał, CM ḥaaya̓ḥi .................d3 that 
 B yeeł, CM ḥuuya̓ḥi.................d4 that (far) 

§7. Aspect. Nuuchahnulth is rich in aspects. Aspect is 
different from tense. Whereas tense has to do with 
whether an event happens in the past, present, or future, 
aspect has to do with the shape of events in time, and 
how smaller events fit into larger events. 
 Most Nuuchahnulth aspects are imperfective, meaning 
that they describe open-ended events. These include the 
continuous, repetitive, ongoing, and off-and-on aspects. 
Only the complete aspect is perfective, meaning that it 
describes an entire event, with a beginning and an end.
 Although it is difficult to translate Nuuchahnulth 
aspects into English, I gloss perfective verbs with plain 
forms (say), and imperfectives with –ing forms (saying). 

 N waa..................................... say it 
 N wawaa ................................ saying it 

§8. Transitivity. Intransitive verbs describe an action 
with just one participant (a subject), while transitive verbs 
also imply an object—that is, something that is done to. I 
gloss transitive verbs and glue words using the word it. 

 N haʔuk.................................. eating 
 BL ʔuʔiis, AHTQ ʔuʔiic........... eating, drinking it 

§9. Abbreviations. Below is a list of abbreviations used 
in First words. Some indicate which dialect a particular 
word or gloss pertains to. Others have to do with 
grammatical concepts, or with the quality of the data. 

A Ahousaht  m masculine 
B Barkley Sound  M Makah 
C Central Nuuchahnulth  M Mowachaht-Muchalaht 
d pointer distance  N Nuuchahnulth 
D Ditidaht-Pacheedaht  pl plural 
E East Barkley Sound  Q Kyuquot-Checleseht 
f feminine  T Northern Nuuchahnulth 
H Hesquiaht  W West Barkley Sound 
I Ehattesaht-Nuchatlaht  ⁽⁺⁾ accepted by some elders 
L Tla-o-qui-aht  * not adequately checked 



First words for Nuuchahnulth: 1–200  Ehattesaht-Nuchatlaht 

2020/2/4 Somass Valley Language Circle 13:37 

1 

Function words 

1. Interjections 

čuu ......................... Acknowledged. Goodbye. 
čukʷaa .................... Come here. 
haa ......................... Yes. 
kaaʔa ...................... Give me it. 
ƛ̓eekoo ................... Thank you. 
maa ........................ Here you go. 
nee C ...................... Hey! Say now… 
wa .......................... Eh? Right? 

2. Glue words 

ʔin .......................... that, because 
ʔuḥ ......................... be 
ʔuḥiičiƛ .................. become 
ʔuḥʔiš ..................... and 
ʔiš B........................ and 
ʔaḥʔaaʔaƛ .............. and (then) 
ʔuyi ........................ at the time of 
ʔuyiiya.................... at the time of 

3. Pronouns 

siya̓ ......................... me 
suw̓a ....................... you 
nuuw̓a .................... us 
siiw̓a....................... you all 
siya̓aq ..................... it is I 

suw̓aaq ................... it is you 
nuuw̓aaq................. it is we 
siiw̓aaq ................... it is you all 

4. Pointers 

ʔaḥkuu....................d1 this 
ʔaḥn̓ii......................d2 that (by you) 
ḥaaʔaḥi ...................d3 that 
ḥuuʔaḥi...................d4 that (far) 
yaał B......................d3 that 
yeeł B......................d4 that (far) 

5. Indefinites 

ʔačaaq.....................who 
ʔaqaaq ....................what 
waasi ......................where 
ʔaaqin.....................how 
ʔaaqinʔap ...............doing what 
yaq..........................who (indirect) 
qʷiq ........................what (indirect) 
qʷaa........................how (indirect) 
qʷaqʷaa ..................doing what 
qʷaaʔap ..................doing what 

Content words 

6. Nouns 

ca̓ʔak ...................... river 
čakup......................man 
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čaakupaḥ................ men 
c ̌a̓pac ...................... canoe 
haʔum .................... food, CTQ delicious 
ḥakum .................... princess 
ḥatkm̓iiḥ⁽⁺⁾ .............. princesses 
ḥaakʷaaƛ................ young woman 
ḥaatḥaakʷaƛ........... young women 
ḥaw̓ił ...................... chief 
ḥaw̓iiḥ .................... chiefs 
ḥaaw̓iłaƛ ................ young man 
ḥaaw̓iiḥaƛ .............. young men 
kakaw̓in.................. orca 
łim̓aqsti .................. spirit 
łuucma ................... woman 
łuucsaamaḥ ............ women 
ƛaḥ̓ iqs .................... box 
maḥti̓i ..................... house 
maamaḥti̓ ............... houses 
maʔas ..................... house, village, tribe 
maatmaas ............... houses, villages, tribes 
maan̓uł ................... Westcoast tribes 
naniiqsu.................. grandparent 
nananiqsu............... grandparents 
nism̓a...................... land 
nučii ....................... mountain 
nuučyuu ................. mountains 
nuucǎan̓uł............... mountain range 
nuuk ....................... song 
nuuknuuk⁽⁺⁾ ............ songs 

n̓aas ........................day 
n̓uw̓iiqsu................. father 
quuʔas ....................person 
quutquuʔas C..........people 
quuʔasm̓inḥ ............people 
qʷayaci̓k .................wolf 
tan̓̓ a ........................child 
tan̓̓ aʔis ....................small child 
taatn̓̓ a .....................children 
taatn̓̓ aʔis .................small children 
tas ̌̓ ii.........................path, road, doorway 
ʔatḥii ......................night 
ʔiiḥtuup ..................whale 
ʔink......................... fire, light 
ʔinksyi̓ ....................wood 
ʔumʔiiqsu ...............mother 
ʕumtii .....................name 
ʕaaʕumti .................names 

7. Verbs 

ciiqciiqa.................. speaking 
ciqšiƛ......................start speaking 
čamuł B ..................can, able 
wikłm̓aa B...............cannot, unable 
hawiiƛ ....................stop doing, quit 
haʔuk......................eating 
haʔukšiƛ .................start eating 
hitasiƛ .................... reach (destination) 
hinatšiƛ ..................come 
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hintšiƛ.................... coming 
hinin....................... arrive 
huyaał C ................. dancing 
huułhuuła............... dancing 
huułšiƛ ................... start dancing 
hupii....................... helping it 
ḥasiik...................... finish doing 
ƛakaas .................... standing 
ƛakiił ...................... standing (indoors) 
ƛakišiƛ ................... stand up 
ƛawiičiƛ ................. go near to, TQ visit 
mamuuk ................. working 
naʔaa...................... hearing it 
naʔiičiƛ .................. hear it 
wik̓aap.................... not hearing it 
naʔaataḥ................. listening to 
nunuuk ................... singing 
nuuʔiƛ.................... start singing 
n̓aacsa..................... seeing it 
n̓aacsiicǐƛ ............... see it 
n̓acǔʔał* ................. see it 
cǎn̓̓ ii ....................... not seeing it 
n̓aacsuuḥ ................ watching it 
n̓asǐƛ ...................... look at 
suu.......................... holding it 
sukʷiƛ..................... take it 
ta̓aqyiił C................ standing (indoors) 
ta̓aqyaas C .............. standing (outdoors) 
taaqyiic ̌̓ iƛ C............ stand up 

waa.........................say it 
wawaa ....................saying it 
wałyuu....................at home 
wałyaqił..................at home 
wałšiƛ.....................go home 
waałšiƛ ...................going home 
waʔič ......................sleeping 
waʔičuƛ..................go to sleep 
wik..........................not, no 
wikiičiƛ ..................not anymore 
yaacuk ....................walking 
yaacšiƛ ...................start walking, leave 
yaaʔał C..................watching it 
ʔuuc........................owning it, belonging to 
ʔuuciičiƛ.................start owning it, belonging to 
ʔucačiƛ ...................go to 
ʔuucayu̓k ................going to 
ʔuuctiiḥ̓ ..................going towards 
ʔukłaa .....................named so 
ʔukłinƛ ...................become named so 
ʔunaak ....................having it 
ʔunaakšiƛ ...............get it 
ʔuyuʔaał C ..............B see it, C find it 
ʔuʔumḥi..................can, able 
wim̓aaqƛ ................cannot, unable 

8. Locations 

hił ...........................at, there, where (indirect) 
hitiił........................ indoors 
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hiniiʔiƛ................... go indoors 
mačiił C .................. indoors 
mačinƛ C................ go indoors 
hitaas B .................. outdoors 
hineeʔas B .............. go outdoors 
ƛ̓aaʔaas .................. outer coast B, CTQ outdoors 
ƛ̓aaʔinƛ .................. go outdoors 
hitinqis ................... at the beach 
hitinqsaƛ ................ go down the beach 

9. Quantifiers 

ca̓waak ................... one 
ʔaƛa ....................... two 
qacca̓ ...................... three 
muu ........................ four 
suc ̌a̓ ........................ five 
hišuk....................... all, everyone, everything 
ḥačatak B................ all, everyone, everything 
wik̓iit ...................... none 
wikiits ̌̓ iƛ ................. disappear, run out 
ʔaya........................ many 
ʔayiičiƛ .................. become many 
ʔuuš ........................ some 

10. Adverbs 

čamiḥta .................. properly 
łaakšiƛ.................... please 
ƛaḥ......................... now 
yu̓uqʷaa.................. also 

ʔaani....................... really, sure is 

11. Adjectives 

ƛuł..........................good, beautiful 
ƛutƛuuł ..................good, beautiful (pl) 
p̓isǎq .......................bad, ugly 
ci̓isḥ̌ii ......................bad, ugly, mean 
ʔiiḥ .........................big 
ʔaʔiiḥ ......................big (pl) 
ʔanaḥʔis..................small 
ʔaʔinḥʔis.................small (pl) 
cu̓sǔk ......................new 
ʔiic ̌u̓m⁽⁺⁾ ..................old, elder 
ʔaʔiic ̌u̓m⁽⁺⁾...............elders 
mixtuk ....................aging, elderly 
mayi̓ixtuk ...............elders 
ƛawaa.....................near to 
sayaa....................... far 
čačumḥi .................. (one is) okay 
sǎḥyu̓t ..................... (one is) okay 
wiikšḥin..................nothing wrong 
ƛaʔuu .....................other, more 
ƛaƛuu.....................others 
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Function words 

1. Interjections 

ƛayaḥuʔał............... Welcome! 
waakaašuƛa............ Praise! 
wey BCQ................. O friend 
qaḥ ......................... O dear one 
ʔaaxạax.̣.................. O poor thing 
ʔi ............................ What the! 

2. Glue words 

ʔuukʷił ................... do to 
ʔucḥin..................... do for 
ʔuuʔatup................. do for 
ʔuunuuƛ................. because 
ʔunw̓iiƛ .................. because 
ʔuusaaḥi ................. because of 
ʔuusumḥi................ because of 

3. Pronouns 

siičił........................ to me 
suutił ...................... to you 
nuuḥił..................... to us 
siiḥił ....................... to you all 
siya̓as...................... mine 
suw̓aas.................... yours 
nuuw̓aas ................. ours 
siiw̓aas.................... your all’s 

4. Pointers 

ʔaḥ..........................d1 this 
ʔaḥʔaa .................... that (topical) 
ḥiy̓aḥi .....................d1 this (dynamic) 
ḥayiiya̓ḥi.................d1 these (dynamic) 
ḥaa..........................d3 that 
ḥaayiiḥi C ...............d3 those 
ḥuu .........................d4 that (far) 
yaa B.......................d3 that 
yee B.......................d4 that (far) 

5. Indefinites 

waasqʷii..................when 
qʷiyu.......................when (indirect) 
ʔuna........................how many 
qum̓aa.....................how many (indirect) 
ʔačaqła....................named who 
yaqłaa .....................named who (indirect) 
ʔaqičła ....................named what 
qʷičłaa ....................named what (indirect) 
yaqwii..................... first one 
yaʕakƛi B................one behind, last one 
yaqkumqƛi .............one behind, last one 
yaqcḥi.....................one’s spouse 
yaqʷink...................whom one is with 
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Content words 

6. Nouns 

ci̓iqya̓k.................... chant 
čaʔak ...................... island 
c ̌a̓ʔak ...................... water 
hink̓uuʔas ............... dog salmon 
hisit ........................ sockeye salmon 
hupał ...................... sun, moon 
ḥaḥuułi ................... chief’s territory 
ḥaakʷaaƛʔis............ girl 
ḥaatḥaakʷaƛʔis ...... girls 
ḥumiis .................... red cedar 
kukʷinksu ............... hand 
łucsac ..................... girl 
łucsacm̓inḥ ............. girls 
ƛišƛin..................... foot 
ƛusmit .................... herring 
ƛ̓aqapt .................... plant, branch, leaf 
ƛ̓aqaʕas B ............... tree 
mamałn̓i ................. white person 
mamałn̓im̓inḥ ......... white people 
maamaati ............... bird 
maʔiƛqac................ boy 
maʔiƛqacm̓inḥ........ boys 
maaƛʔitqinḥ B........ boys 
miʕaat .................... sockeye salmon 
muwač.................... deer 
m̓uksyi̓.................... rock 

naya̓qak ..................baby 
naatya̓qak ...............babies 
piiš.......................... fish (general) 
pica̓p....................... inner cedar bark 
quuʔassa .................First Nations person 
quuʔassam̓inḥ .........First Nations people 
sacu̓p ......................king salmon 
saamin B.................salmon (general) 
saštup .....................crawling animal 
suc ̌a̓s ....................... tree 
suuḥaa ....................spring salmon 
taayii ......................senior 
tupaati ....................ceremonial contest 
tup̓ał .......................ocean, salt water 
tuḥc ̓̓ iti .....................head 
ʕałmapt...................yellow cedar 
ʕaatuš E ..................deer 
ʕuyi̓.........................medicine 

7. Verbs 

ciciqink...................praying, talking to 
ci̓iqaa......................chanting 
ci̓iqsǐƛ.....................start chanting 
hayumḥi .................not knowing 
hayaaʔak E .............not knowing 
hinii ........................give it to 
hiniic ......................bringing, taking it along 
hiniip ......................get, catch it 
hišumł.....................all together 
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hisǔmyu̓ƛ ............... gather together 
hisǔmyu̓p................ gather it together 
hišumyił ................. all together (indoors) 
hitačink .................. going against 
huḥtik..................... knowing (how) 
huḥtikšiƛ ................ learn (how) 
huuḥtikšiḥ .............. learning, practising how 
huuḥtikšiḥʔap......... teaching how 
ḥaaḥuupa ............... teaching it 
ḥamata̓p B .............. knowing it 
ḥamatsap B............. learn it 
kamata̓p B .............. knowing it 
kamatsap B............. learn it 
kaamatḥak.............. knowing it 
kamitquk ................ running 
kamitqšiƛ ............... start running 
ku̓maa .................... pointing at 
ku̓paa...................... pointing at 
kups ̌̓ iƛ .................... point at 
łačiƛ ....................... let go of 
ƛatw̓aa ................... paddling 
ƛiḥaa ...................... (vehicle) going, travelling 
ƛiiḥak BCQ............. paddling, travelling 
ƛiiḥšiƛ.................... start travelling, leave 
maanukʷiƛ E .......... try 
mataa ..................... flying 
matšiƛ .................... start flying 
n̓amiłšiƛ ................. try 
qaḥšiƛ .................... die 

qaḥsaap ..................kill it 
tiitiičwa C ...............praying 
ti̓qʷaas ....................sitting on (platform) 
ti̓qʷaasiƛ.................sit on (platform) 
ti̓qʷił .......................sitting (indoors) 
ti̓qpiƛ......................sit (indoors), get out of bed 
ti̓ʕas ........................sitting (on ground) 
wahaak E ................go to 
wałaak BC...............go to 
waałak BC...............going to 
wikiip .....................get, catch nothing 
wiina ......................going to war 
wiinapi ...................not moving, staying 
wiinapił ..................staying (indoors) 
wiinapas .................staying (outdoors) 
wiinapuƛ ................stop moving 
yaaʔak ....................hurting 
yaaʔakuk ................ loving it 
ʔaʔaatał ..................asking it 
ʔaʔaatu ...................ask it 
ʔucḥi.......................married to 
ʔuukʷiił...................making it 
ʔukʷink...................with 
ʔuʔukʷink ............... talking to 
ʔuuḥw̓ał..................using it 
ʔuuḥw̓ink................using it 
ʔuyii........................give it to 
ʔuuyi̓p.....................get, catch it 
ʔuuʔiƛ..................... take it 
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ʔuʔuʔiiḥ.................. harvesting it 

8. Locations 

hiił .......................... at (indoors) 
hiis ......................... at (on beach) 
hiʔiis....................... there (outdoors) 
ʔustʔił ..................... on the floor, downstairs 
ʔustʔas.................... on the ground 
ʔustʔis..................... on the sand 
hitaaqƛ̓as................ in the woods 
hitaaqƛ̓iƛ ............... go into the woods 
ʔutwii ..................... first 
ʔuʔakƛi................... behind, last 
ʔutkumqƛi.............. behind, last 

9. Quantifiers 

ʔana........................ only 
n̓upu ....................... six 
ʔaƛpu ..................... seven 
ʔaƛakʷał................. eight 
ca̓wakʷał ................ nine 
ḥayu ....................... ten 
caqiic...................... twenty 
ʔaƛiiq ..................... forty 
qacci̓iq.................... sixty 
muyiiq .................... eighty 
suc ̌i̓iq...................... hundred 

10. Adverbs 

qii ........................... for a long time 
qiičiƛ ...................... long time passes 
kaac ̌̓ ʔis .................... for a short time 
taakšiƛ....................always 
saac ̌i̓nk BC ..............always 
wiiya̓.......................never 
ʔaʔintu̓ʔis................a little bit 
ʔayums ...................often, mostly 
ʔuusp̓̌it ....................sometimes 
ʔuušyuuya ..............sometimes 
ʔuušstiiya B ............sometimes 

11. Adjectives 

miiłḥii.....................same 
kʷiisḥin...................different 
hašaḥ ......................valuable, precious 
qaan̓um...................valuable, precious, sacred 
ʔiiḥmis....................valuable, important 
ʔiiḥcamis C .............valuable, important 
ḥamat .....................known 
kamat B ..................known 
tiič ..........................alive, healthy 
qaḥak......................dead 
ʔuuqmis .................. fun, pleasant 
wiiqmis...................no fun, unpleasant 
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Function words 

2. Glue words 

čaa.......................... so tell me 
taʔƛ Q .................... but 
ʔateʔiš B ................. but 
ʔatquu .................... even though 

4. Pointers 

ḥaayił ..................... d3 that (indoors) 
ḥaayis ..................... d3 that (on beach) 
ḥuuyił ..................... d4 that (far indoors) 
ḥuuyis..................... d4 that (far on beach) 
yaayił B .................. d3 that (indoors) 
yaayis B .................. d3 that (on beach) 
yeeyił B .................. d4 that (far indoors) 
yeeyis B .................. d4 that (far on beach) 

5. Indefinites 

ʔaačačił................... to whom 
ʔaaqičił ................... to what 
yaaqʷił.................... to which (indirect) 
qʷiičił ..................... to which (indirect) 
yaqckʷii.................. one’s ancestor 
yaqḥyu̓u ................. one’s relative 
yaaqsčaʕin .............. one’s friend 
ʔaqiʔatḥ.................. of what tribe 
waastatḥ̓ ................. of what tribe 

waaya̓tḥ .................. living where 
waasi maʔas............ living where 
waastaqšiƛ..............come from where 

Content words 

6. Nouns 

čiišuł B....................washroom 
čiiyaa ......................chair 
haaw̓acsacu̓m .........eating table 
hupkumł .................ball 
ḥačumsiqsu.............brother (of a female) 
ḥaḥačumsiqsu.........brothers (of a female) 
kista̓ ........................chamberpot, washroom 
kʷaaʔuuc.................grandchild 
kʷakuuc ..................grandchildren 
kʷaacsacu̓s C...........chair 
kʷaacsacu̓m ............chair, bench 
k̫̓ iis ........................snow 
łiw̓aḥmis .................cloud 
łuucm̓̌uup ...............sister (of a male) 
łułuucm̓̌up ..............sisters (of a male) 
łuucm̓̌uupm̓inḥ BC..sisters (of a male) 
ƛiissacu̓m ...............desk 
ƛiisuwił ..................school 
ƛiisya̓k....................pen, pencil 
m̓aam̓iiqsu ..............older sibling 
naʔiiqsu ..................aunt, uncle 
n̓acǎałya̓k ...............book 
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n̓an̓aan̓icy̌a̓k B ........ book 
piipaa ..................... paper 
qicaasim B .............. desk 
qicuwił B ................ school 
qicyi̓k Q.................. pen, pencil 
šuʔuł....................... washroom 
tiipin....................... table 
wiiʔuu .................... nephew 
yu̓kʷiiqsu................ younger sibling 
ʔaasiiqsu................. niece 
ʔučqmis .................. fog 
ʔuqḥyi̓ms B............. relative 
ʔuusḥ̌yu̓ms.............. relative 
ʔaayu̓usḥ̌yu̓ms ........ relatives 
ʔuw̓aati̓n E.............. relative 
ʔuuʔuw̓ati̓n E.......... relatives 
ʔuyaqḥmis .............. news, story, information 
ʔuuštup................... something 
hiyiqtup.................. all kinds of things 
wikstup................... nothing 
c ̌i̓iqƛisʔatḥ.............. Checleseht person 
qaayu̓uk̫̓ atḥ........... Kyuquot person 
ʔiiḥatisʔatḥ............. Ehattesaht person 
činaxintʔath............ Chinehkint person 
nučaaƛʔatḥ............. Nuchatlaht person 
muwacǎtḥ̓ ............... Mowachaht person 
mačłaatḥ................. Muchalaht person 
ḥiškʷiiʔatḥ.............. Hesquiaht person 
ʕaaḥuusʔatḥ............ Ahousaht person 

ƛaʔuukʷiʔatḥ..........Tla-o-qui-aht person 
yuułuʔiłʔatḥ............Ucluelet person 
tuk̓ ̫̓ aaʔatḥ..............Toquaht person 
ḥuučuqƛisʔatḥ ........Uchucklesaht person 
ci̓sǎaʔatḥ.................Tseshaht person 
huupača̓sʔatḥ..........Hupacasath person 
huuʕiiʔatḥ...............Huu-ay-aht person 
niitiinaʔatḥ .............Ditidaht person 
p̓aacǐinaʔatḥ ...........Pacheedaht person 
qʷiniščiʔatḥ⁽⁺⁾..........Makah person 
ƛ̓aaʔasʔatḥ B...........Makah person 

7. Verbs 

ci̓yił......................... lined up (indoors) 
ci̓spiƛ...................... line up (indoors) 
humwica̓................. telling folktales 
huksaa ....................counting 
huksčiƛ...................start counting 
huuxsʔatu ............... resting 
huʔacačiƛ ...............go back to 
huuʔacayu̓k ............going back to 
ḥaʔukʷiƛ.................do back to, retaliate 
ḥaʔuqḥšiƛ...............do in turn 
ḥaaʔuqḥšiił ............. taking turns 
kas ̌̓ saap ...................put it away 
k̫̓ isaa .....................snowing 
łiw̓aḥak BC .............cloudy 
łiw̓aḥyu...................cloudy 
ƛiisƛiisa..................writing, studying 
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ƛiisšiƛ .................... start writing 
ƛiisałaʔap ............... write it on (screen) 
ƛuyačiƛ .................. become good 
ƛ̓iikapuƛ................. B raise hand, CTQ raise fist 
ƛ̓uułapuƛ................ raise hand 
ƛum̓̓ aaʔa B ............. entertain it warmly 
ƛ̓upaa ..................... hot weather 
ƛup̓̓ in Q .................. sunny 
mitxʷaa .................. rotating 
mitxšiƛ ................... rotate (once) 
m̓ałaa...................... cold weather 
m̓ałuk E .................. cold weather 
m̓aw̓aa.................... bring it 
m̓iƛaa ..................... raining 
nanaʔa.................... understanding it 
wiwik̓ap.................. not understanding it 
kukums Q ............... not understanding it 
n̓acǎał ..................... reading it 
n̓an̓aan̓ic.̌................ looking it over, B reading it 
pisatuk.................... running around, B playing 
qiicqiica*................ writing, studying 
qicšiƛ BQ................ start writing 
qicałaya̓p B............. write on (screen) 
wiiqsii..................... stormy weather 
wiiwiiquk ............... dreary environment 
yuʔi ........................ windy 
ʔiisaak .................... respecting it 
ʔiiqḥuk ................... telling (information) 
ʔiiqḥšiƛ B ............... tell (information) 

ʔiicʔiiqḥa ................ telling (narrative) 
ʔumča̓ap .................playing 
ʔučqak .................... foggy 
ʔuuḥtaasa ...............behaving well 
ʔuumacu̓k ............... talking about it 
ʔuupaał* ................. together with, MQ friend 
ʔuuqḥłi ...................telling (narrative) 
ʔuuqumḥi ...............calm weather 
ʔuuʔuuquk..............nice environment 
ʔuʔatḥ.....................of the tribe of 
ʔuuksčaʕin .............. friend of 
ʔuqḥyu̓u.................. related to 

8. Locations 

hiiłapi .....................above, there 
hiiłapił ....................above, there (indoors) 
hiiłapas ...................above, there (outdoors) 
hiiłapuƛ..................get above, get there 
hinaayił ..................above, upstairs, in the sky 
hisiik.......................along (path) 
hiy̓ath ..................... living at 
hił maʔas ................ living at 
histatḥ̓ ....................of the tribe of 
histaqšiƛ .................come from 

9. Quantifiers 

n̓upqumł .................one (chunk, dollar) 
ʔaƛqumł ................. two (chunks, dollars) 
qacca̓qumł .............. three (chunks, dollars) 
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muuqumł................ four (chunks, dollars) 
n̓upcǐił .................... one day 
ʔaƛčiił .................... two days 
qaccu̓cǐł .................. three days 
muučiił ................... four days 
n̓upqʔičḥ................. one year 
ʔaƛqʔičḥ................. two years 
qaccu̓qʔičḥ.............. three years 
muuqʔičḥ................ four years 

10. Adverbs 

čaani....................... for a while, before other things 
ʔaʔum..................... for the first time, as soon as 
čaʔaał ..................... go ahead (and go) 
kuw̓iła .................... go ahead (and do), might as well 
huʔaas .................... again 
huuʔak.................... early, long ago 
wiica̓k..................... late, too late 
nayi̓ik ..................... right away 
ʔiiqḥii ..................... still 
ʔiqsiła* ................... do again 
ʔuʔuukʷaqḥ ............ do on one’s own 

11. Adjectives 

qʷaca̓ł BCM ............ beautiful 
ƛiḥ̓ uk...................... red 
ƛ̓isuk ...................... white 
tupkak .................... black 
našuk B................... strong 

ḥaaʔak ....................strong 
wiiʔak BC................weak 
wiwinḥi ..................weak 
ʔuušcuk...................difficult 
hixʷatmis ................difficult, burden 
wikcuk....................easy 
kʷaasims Q .............easy 
ci̓sx̌ạk......................dirty 
mačqak B................dirty 
ʔasx̌ạk.....................dirty, rude, reckless* 
ʔayums ................... frequent, a lot 

12. Names 

naniiq .....................my grandparent 
nani ........................your grandparent 
naʔiiq......................my auntie, uncle 
naʔi.........................your auntie, uncle 
n̓uw̓iiq ....................my dad 
n̓uw̓i .......................your dad 
ʔumʔiiq...................my mom 
ʔumʔi......................your mom 
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Function words 

1. Interjections 

ḥaw̓aał.................... O chief 
ḥaw̓aaḥ* ................. O chiefs 
neen........................ O Grandma, Grandpa 
n̓uw̓aa⁽⁺⁾ .................. O Dad 
ʔumʔaa⁽⁺⁾, ʔaam⁽⁺⁾ ... O Mom 
te̓en C ..................... O child 

4. Pointers 

ḥaałapi ................... up there 
ḥaałačišt ................. there on the water 
yaałapi B ................ up there 
yaałačišt B .............. there on the water 

5. Indefinites 

ʔačiic ...................... whose 
yaqʷiic.................... whose (indirect) 
yaqʷac .................... whose (indirect) 
yaqčiił..................... one’s neighbour (indoors) 
yaqčiis .................... one’s neighbour (on beach) 
yaqčaas................... one’s neighbour (outdoors) 
waascačiƛ............... go where 
qʷicačiƛ.................. go where (indirect) 
waascayu̓k .............. going where 
qʷiicayu̓k................ going where (indirect) 
waastiiḥ̓ .................. going towards where 

qʷiictiiḥ̓ ..................going towards where (indirect) 
ʔaqištiik ..................whatchamacallit 
ʔačaqištiik...............whatsisname, whatsername 

Content words 

6. Nouns 

cu̓ʔičḥ .....................winter 
ƛaqs ̌̓ iƛ ....................spring (season) 
ƛ̓aqʔiičḥ..................spring (season) 
ƛup̓iicḥ̌̓ ...................summer 
ʕayi̓icḥ̌ ....................autumn 
kuʔał.......................morning 
ʔapw̓in ....................middle 
ʔapw̓in n̓aas............midday, noon 
ʔam̓iimitʔi...............yesterday 
ʔam̓iiƛik ................. tomorrow 
ci̓sqmis....................meat 
čamas......................sweet, B delicious, TQ fruit 
čaamassit ................molasses, juice, sodapop 
kʷaapii....................coffee 
ƛaqmis....................oil, lard 
ƛ̓aaq .......................blubber 
ƛ̓umcsit...................broth, soup 
mink .......................milk 
m̓aamut .................. leftovers 
m̓aayi......................salmonberry shoots 
naqsac.....................drinking vessel 
naqya̓k....................drinking vessel, beverage 
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qawii ...................... salmonberry 
qaawic .................... potato 
qiłcuup ................... cow parsnip 
siisiick̓uk ................ rice 
šuukʷaa .................. sugar 
tasałya̓k .................. spread (butter, jam) 
tuc ̓̓ up ...................... large purple sea urchin 
ya̓m̓a....................... salal berry 
ʕapłckʷii ................. fish jerky 
n̓uc ̌a̓k B .................. egg 
qinxạam̓a................ egg 
n̓ixtin...................... fish eggs 
siiḥm̓uu B ............... herring eggs 
k̫̓ aqmis .................. herring eggs 
ƛ̓iƛick̓ u̓k................. flour 
sapnii C .................. bread, bannock, flour 
ƛuupč̓ uu ................. bannock 
p̓ap̓aca̓qƛ................ yeast bread 
ƛax̣̓ aas B................. dinner plate 
ƛatx̣̓ ʕaḥs ................. dinner plate 
ḥacw̓̌aḥs ................. bowl 
qac ̌a̓k ...................... fork, needle 
cǔc ̌̓ a̓k B................... spoon 
ʕam̓iit ..................... spoon 
ʕakya̓k BC............... knife, Q carving knife 
c ̌i̓ima CQ ................ C knife, Q fish-cutting knife 
x̣̫ itaayu.................. knife 

7. Verbs 

čaxtak BC................happy 
čumqƛ ....................happy, B feeling good 
čitak B ....................happy 
ʔuuʕaqƛ B...............happy (m) 
ʔuuqsuuqƛ B...........happy (f) 
ʔuuqča̓p ..................having fun, enjoying doing 
wiiqc ̌a̓p ...................sad, not enjoying doing 
šiiwałuk B...............sad 
wiiʕaqƛ...................angry (m) B, CTQ sad 
wiiqsuuqƛ B ...........angry (f) 
ʔuušsuuqƛ ..............angry 
hašiičiƛ...................get informed 
hasǐiya̓p .................. inform it 
haw̓iiqƛ ..................hungry 
kaƛḥak ...................daylight, day 
katʔuk.....................proud 
ƛ̓upaał ....................hot (to the touch) 
ƛ̓upmiił...................hot (indoors) 
ƛum̓aḥ̓ s...................hot (in vessel) 
ƛupyi̓iḥ̓ a ................. feeling hot, sweating 
m̓ałaał.....................cold (to the touch) 
m̓ałmiił ...................cold (indoors) 
m̓ałʔaḥs ..................cold (in vessel) 
cǐtasyi̓ḥ̓ a ................. feeling cold 
ʕatxsumḥi ............... feeling cold 
naqmiiḥa ................ thirsty 
niswačiƛ .................get full of food 
nučḥak C.................proud, happy 
puʕałʔatu ................sleepy 



First words for Nuuchahnulth: 601–800  Ehattesaht-Nuchatlaht 

2020/2/4 Somass Valley Language Circle 13:37 

15

p̓usaak .................... tired 
taʔił ........................ sick 
tinʕaƛ..................... bell rings, o’clock 
tuupšiƛ ................... evening, dinner 
tuuḥuk.................... afraid (of) 
tapats ̌̓ iƛ .................. think through, decide 
taat̓ a̓apata............... thinking, planning 
ʔuqłip ..................... thinking, expecting 
siqiił ....................... cooking 
ʔuucaaqa B ............. cooking it 
ʔuuca̓k .................... cooking it 
ʔuʔiic ...................... eating, drinking it 
w̓aaʔak ................... shy, embarrassed 
ʔucaḥtak................. going towards 
ʔucaḥtačiƛ.............. go towards 
ʕapaak .................... willing 
cǐn̓̓ uqƛ .................... unwilling, not want to do 
huwip̓k Q................ unwilling, not want to do 
w̓asna E .................. unwilling, not want to do 
ʕiḥak....................... weeping 

8. Locations 

hiłaał ...................... on (screen) 
hiłaas...................... on (platform) 
hinaḥuł* ................. in front of 
hinapał ................... behind it, on one’s back 
hiłkumqƛi............... behind it, last 
ʔukčiił..................... next to (indoors) 
ʔukčiis .................... next to (on beach) 

ʔukčaas ...................next to (outdoors, on platform) 
hiłw̓in ..................... in the middle 
hiłcu̓u ..................... inside (container) 
hitacu̓ ..................... inside (container) 
hitaci̓nƛ ..................go into (container) 
hitaci̓nap.................put it into (container) 

9. Quantifiers 

ca̓wiista ..................one in a vehicle 
ʔaƛista .................... two in a vehicle 
qacci̓sta................... three in a vehicle 
muyiista* ................ four in a vehicle 
n̓up̓it .......................once 
ʔaƛp̓it ..................... twice 
qaccu̓p̓it .................. three times 
muup̓it .................... four times 
n̓up̓iiłči B ................one o’clock 
ʔaƛp̓iiłči B .............. two o’clock 
qaccu̓p̓iłči B ............ three o’clock 
muup̓iiłči B ............. four o’clock 

10. Adverbs 

hiišuu......................all together 
ʔaayuu ....................many together 
takaa B....................keep doing, nevertheless 
takaas .....................keep doing 
wiktaqšiƛ................without having done 
wiktum ...................without having done 
wikyu̓u....................have never done 
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ʔaanaḥi................... only do, but 
ʔanasiła .................. only do 
ʔum̓aas Q................ very 

11. Adjectives 

qat .......................... hard, firm 
łatx̣̫ ak.................... soft, yielding 
tałkak ..................... soft, yielding 
kʷatyiik .................. heavy 
ka̓tyiikʔis ................ light (in weight) 
ya̓aq........................ long 
ʔaaneʔis B............... short (in length) 
n̓iicʔis ..................... short (in length) 
sayaac ̌a̓ ................... high 
ʔunaac ̌a̓ .................. low, as high as 
ƛay̓̓ ix ...................... fast 
witya̓x .................... slow 
ƛuułƛuuła .............. slow 
ca̓axuk .................... fast (vehicle) 
wiicxuk................... slow (vehicle) 
hašił........................ informed, aware 
haašiłsa................... informative, interesting 

12. Names 

caxca̓aʔa B.............. Bamfield 
ca̓axạana ................ Tsaxana 
cu̓umuʕaas.............. Somass (Port Alberni) 
hisaawista̓............... Esowista 
hitacu̓ B .................. Hitacu 

hupica̓tḥ .................Opitsaht 
huupsita̓s ................Houpsitas (Kyuquot) 
ƛamaataxʷ* ............Campbell River 
ƛ̓ikuut B..................Klehkoot 
malaaca̓nt* .............Malachan (Nitinaht Lake) 
maaqtusiis ..............Maaqtusiis (Ahousaht) 
mituuni...................Victoria 
m̓aʔaquuʔa B ..........Macoah 
naanaaymux* .........Nanaimo 
niiyaa B ..................Neah Bay 
n̓acǐqs .....................Tofino 
p̓aacǐinaʔa...............Port Renfrew 
sasacǩc ̌a̓s B .............Hot Springs Cove 
saaʔaḥi B ................Tsahaheh 
tayuust̓ a̓nas C .........Ty-Histanis 
yukʷaatḥ.................Yuquot 
yuułuʔił ..................Ucluelet 
ʔiiḥatis ....................Ehatis 
ʔuuƛaqč̓ i.................Oclucje 
ʕaḥw̓inʔis B ............Ahahswinis 
ʕanaqƛ̓a B...............Anacla 
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Function words 

1. Interjections 

čaʔa ........................ Go! 
hac ̌a̓........................ Maybe. 
haawaa ................... Hey! 
qatq ........................ Wow! Damn! 
ʔinisʔaaḥ*............... Hopefully. 

5. Indefinites 

waayaq ................... which 
ʔaaqinqḥ................. why, how 
ʔaqinw Q ................ why 
yaqʷinƛ B ............... because of which 
qʷiinuuƛḥ*............. because of which 
ʔaqis ....................... do what, what happens to 
qʷis......................... do what (indirect), do so 
ʔaqisiła ................... what happens (to) 
qʷisiła..................... what happens (to) (indirect) 
ʔaʔaqu .................... saying what 
qum̓iista ................. those in a crew 

Content words 

6. Nouns 

ciqḥsii..................... public speaker 
ciyapuxs ................. hat, wearing a hat 
ci̓kci̓k...................... cart, Q motor vehicle 
ci̓stuup.................... rope, string, wire, line 

ci̓xʷatin BLA ...........eagle 
čums .......................black bear 
hapsyu̓p ..................hair, fur 
hułʔin .....................dancing shawl 
huupuk̓ʷas ..............motor vehicle 
kaatu.......................cat 
kuḥ .........................hole, opening 
kuut ........................coat, jacket 
kacḥ̓ aq ....................blanket 
ka̓yuumin B ............cougar 
ka̓aʔin .....................crow 
łučʔin......................woman’s dress 
ḥakʷaƛʔin C............woman’s dress 
ƛiḥʔaqƛya̓k ............shirt 
ƛišƛiqya̓k................pants 
mamuu ...................basketwork 
mamuqḥsi...............worker 
masčum ..................common person, people 
matuk .....................airplane 
puut ........................boat (general) 
m̓aʔakƛiqs ..............speedboat 
m̓ucǐc ̌̓ tup.................clothing 
piišpiš BC................cat 
quʔušin ................... raven 
siičpaax...................cougar 
šuuwis.....................shoe 
taana.......................money 
tums........................garbage 
tiick̓ ̓in .....................thunderbird 
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wiʔak...................... brave, stubborn, warrior⁽⁺⁾ 
witwaak.................. warrior, warriors 
ʔawatin................... eagle 
ʔiinaxma................. regalia, costume 
ʔuuštaqyu ............... Indian doctor 
ʔuxʷaapi ................. paddle 
ʕiniiƛ...................... dog 

7. Verbs 

cu̓kʷiƛ .................... wash 
cu̓ci̓nk..................... washing hands 
čaqšiƛ..................... push 
čatšiƛ...................... push 
cǎyi̓x....................... picking berries 
čiičiƛ ...................... pull 
čiic.......................... trolling 
c ̌a̓pyiiq.................... going by canoe 
c ̌a̓paak .................... going by canoe 
cǐc ̌̓ iƛ ....................... cut it 
cǔḥiiy̓̓ ap ................. put out fire, turn off light 
hapaksuł ................. having facial hair 
hati̓is ...................... bathing 
hałiił ....................... invite along 
hawičaqšiƛ ............. finish, get ready 
hayumḥičiƛ ............ forget 
hayaap̓ałšiƛ BC....... forget 
wikw̓incǐƛ .............. forget 
haaʕin..................... calling to, inviting 
haw̓aas ................... go eat 

hiinaƛ..................... find it 
hinata ..................... invite it 
hisšiƛ ......................hit it (with tool) 
ḥamip ..................... recognizing it 
łačuuč .....................not recognizing it 
kaapap.................... liking it 
kiƛšiƛ .....................shatter 
kuw̓as ..................... (door is) open 
kuw̓iitap .................open (door) 
kuḥsaap ..................open it 
k̫̓ ačiƛ.....................break (in two) 
łałak̓ʷin B................pleading 
łaakłaakʷa ..............pleading 
ƛawaʔi....................go near to 
ƛicǎḥ̓ s .....................driving, steering vessel 
ƛ̓aqaa......................growing 
ƛ̓iiʔił ....................... feasting 
ƛiic ̓̓ uu .....................giving a feast 
ƛ̓iixʷaa.................... laughing 
ƛ̓uu......................... remembering 
maakuk...................buy it 
ʔuḥaa B...................buy it 
ʔuʔaap ....................buy it 
makʷʔatu ................sell it 
mamuʕas ................go to work 
maaxṭaqsǐƛ .............do a good deed, thank you 
m̓ucǐc ̌̓ ......................dressed 
m̓ucǐc ̌̓ uƛ .................get dressed 
m̓usʔ̌as.................... (door is) closed 
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m̓usʔ̌iitap................ close (door) 
m̓usšaap.................. close it 
naawaḥi.................. waiting 
naʔuuk.................... going with 
naʔuuqs .................. going with (in vessel) 
naaʔuu.................... eating, taking part together 
naaʔuuʔap .............. sharing with 
n̓aacǔk.................... looking for it 
qaacii...................... give it to 
qica̓s B .................... go to school 
saḥas....................... gathering cedar bark 
sayaʔi ..................... go far 
susaa....................... swimming 
šuušuuwisḥtinƛ ...... put on shoes 
wiwikḥtinƛ............. take off shoes 
tuxšiƛ ..................... jump 
tic ̌̓ iƛ........................ throw it 
ti̓yii......................... throw it to 
ti̓piƛ ....................... fall (to floor) 
ti̓ʔiiƛ....................... fall (to ground) 
ti̓ʕaaʔatu................. fall downwards 
waḥšiƛ.................... throw it away 
wiikaƛ .................... find nothing 
wiikšaḥap ............... doing nothing, making it okay* 
wiikstupšaḥap B ..... doing nothing 
yaaxyaaxʷa............. sweeping, brushing 
yaxmiił ................... sweeping floor 
hacy̌a̓ap* ................ collecting firewood 
ʔiic ̌a̓ap* .................. lift it up 

ʔink̫̓ ačiƛ ................ fire starts, light goes on 
ʔink̫̓ aya̓p ...............start fire, turn on light 
ʔiinaxiičiƛ*.............get dressed up, ready 
ʔuuksnaaʕał ............handling, playing with it 
ʔukuxsuƛ ................put it on one’s head 
wikuxsuƛ................uncover one’s head 
ʔuk̫̓ ičuƛ.................put on (clothing) 
ḥan̓aḥtuƛ ................ take (clothing) off 
ʔun̓aaḥ.................... looking for it 
ʔuun̓ak....................B dancing it, CTQ singing it 
ʔuʔuyaqḥ B .............singing (song) 
ʔuupap....................preferring it 
ʔuutaq.....................working on, fixing it 
ʔuuwaƛ................... find it 
ʔuyiiq......................going by (vehicle) 
ʕaci̓k .......................knowing how, skilled 
wici̓k.......................not knowing how 
ʕatiqšiƛ................... thank, acknowledge it 

8. Locations 

hiya̓ḥs ..................... in (vessel) 
hitaqs...................... in (vessel) 
hitaqsiƛ ..................get in (vessel) 
hinułta ....................get out of (vessel) 
hiłyin* ....................at the bow 
ƛičaa*.....................steering, at the stern 
hitasaƛ....................arrive at a beach 
hinaačiƛ .................go out on the water 
hiłaačišt* ................on the water 
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hiłca̓atu .................. on the open ocean 

9. Quantifiers 

............................... one hundred twenty 

............................... one hundred forty 

............................... one hundred sixty 

............................... one hundred eighty 

............................... two hundred 
humaqƛ.................. whole, all of 
qatw̓aat .................. half 
ʔapḥtaak................. half 
............................... go so far 
ʔuuna...................... go so far 

11. Adjectives 

ƛ̓ac ......................... fat 
ƛiḥaqs ̌̓ iƛ ................. skinny, CTQ get skinny 
ƛiḥ̓ aqya Q*............. skinny 
ƛiḥaqyi̓ḥ̓ a ............... CT skinny [?], B sickly skinny 
ʔiiḥp̓iit.................... tall, high-ranking 
ʔanaḥp̓it ................. short (in height) 
ya̓qsumł.................. long-haired 
n̓iicumł ................... short-haired 
ʕasqii ...................... bald on top 
ʔapaas B ................. cute (small) 
ḥaałm̓aḥi ................ cute (childlike) 
ʔaapḥii.................... kind, generous 
wiiqḥii .................... unkind, selfish 
............................... stingy, stuck up 

hawiču.................... finished, ready 
ʔiinaxyu* ................dressed, ready 

12. Names 

...............................Kwatyaat 

............................... the Transformer 
muwaacm̓̌it.............Son of Deer 
ʕaatusm̓̌it E.............Son of Deer 
quʔusǐnm̓it..............Son of Raven 
paašḥima ................Raven’s wife 
paašḥuk B ...............Raven’s wife 
...............................Wild Woman 
...............................Wild Woman 
...............................Wild Woman 
ʕintʔuukt ................Snot Boy 
ʕintḥtin B................Snot Boy 
 


