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ʔutwii • Introduction 

Potlucks are frequent in our communities and in our lives. In this 
lesson, we will practise inviting people to a potluck, and talking 
about what to bring. 
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huuḥtakšiƛaya • Beginning 
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We use at least two different words for ‘cooking’, depending on 
whether we want to mention what is being cooked. 

• siqiił ................................... cooking 
• ʔuuca̓k................................ cooking it 
1A. ʔaaqinʔapk. ........................ What are you doing? 
1A. ʔaaqica̓kk. .......................... What are you cooking? 
1B. siqiiłs.................................. I’m cooking. 
1B. qaawicca̓ks ___. ................... I’m cooking potatoes. 
1B. ʔuuca̓ks qaawic. ................. I’m cooking potatoes. 
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We will talk about making, cooking, and bringing food. 

• ʔukʷiił ................................ making it 
• ʔaaqičiił.............................. making what 
• ʔuuca̓k................................ cooking it 
• ʔaaqica̓k ............................. cooking what 
• m̓aw̓aa................................ bring it 
• hiniis .................................. bringing it 
• ʔuucs .................................. bringing it 
• ʔaaqičił hiniis..................... bringing what 
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Invite someone to the potluck. 

2A. čukʷaa naaʔuuʔum............. Come eat (in future). 
2A. čukʷaa, čukʷaa, čukʷaa! .... Please come! 
2A. haʔumiisʔum...................... Bring some food (in future). 
2A. wik̓um wiinapił!................. Don’t stay at home (in future)! 
2B. čuu, hiłʔaqƛs...................... Okay, I’ll be there. 
2B. čuu, naaʔuuʔaqƛs siiḥił...... Okay, I’ll eat with you. 
2B. wikʔaqƛs wiinapił.............. I won’t stay at home. 
2B. hiłḥʔaqƛs n̓aacsiicǐƛ suutił. I’ll see you there. 
2A. yu̓uqʷaaʔaqƛs. ................... I will too. 
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You have to have a pretty good excuse to refuse an invitation. 
We’re always taught that we never say no. 

2B. wim̓aaqƛs........................... I can’t (go to the potluck). 
2B. wiinapiłw̓ita̓ss. ................... I’m going to stay at home. 
2B. taʔiłs................................... I’m sick. 
2B. taʔiłuks tan̓̓ aʔis. ................. My child is sick. 
2B. ʔuuya̓łukcums taatn̓̓ aʔis. .... I have to look after children. 
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Before the potluck, Talk about what each person will bring. 

• piiš ..................................... fish 
• naayis................................. rice 
• łałayi̓ptk̓uk ......................... salad 
• čamastup............................ dessert 
3A. ʔaaqičiiłcumḥs. .................. What should I make? 
3A. ʔaaqica̓kcumḥs................... What should I cook? 
3A. ʔaaqičiłcumḥs hiniis........... What should I bring? 
3B. ʔukʷiiłʔum ___..................... Make ___ (in future). 
3B. ʔuuca̓k̓um ___. ..................... Cook ___ (in future). 
3B. ʔuucsʔum ___....................... Bring ___ (in future). 
3A. čuu ___–ʔaqƛs. .................... Okay, I’ll ___. 
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Set up chairs and tables, get dishes and utensils. 

A. ʔuuʔiƛči ___......................... Go get ___. 
A. suw̓aaqʔaqƛʔick ___. ........... You will ___. 
B. čuu qʷisʔaqƛs..................... Okay, I will. 
• haw̓ac ̌a̓k ............................. eating utensils, dishes 
• c ̌a̓maasip ............................ put food on table 
• c ̌a̓mayi................................ serve (food to people) 
• kʷaapiqiił ........................... making coffee 
A. ʔutwiiʔap̓um taatn̓̓ aʔis haʔuk. Let the children eat first. 
A. kʷaapiqiiłcumḥs. ................ Should I make coffee? 
B. kʷaapiqiiłʔi. ....................... Yes, make coffee. 
B. siya̓aqʔaqƛs kʷaapiqiił. ...... I’ll make the coffee. 
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At the potluck, talk about what you made, cooked, and brought. 

• miʕaat ................................ sockeye 
• qaawic................................ potatoes 
• sapnin ................................ bannock bread 
• p̓ap̓aca̓qƛ ........................... yeast bread 
4A. ʔaaqičiiłmitk. ..................... What did you make? 
4A. ʔaaqica̓kmitk...................... What did you cook? 
4A. ʔaaqičiłmitk hiniis.............. What did you bring? 
4B. ___ ʔukʷiiłmits..................... I made ___. 
4B. ___ ʔuuca̓kmits. ................... I cooked ___. 
4B. ___ ʔuucsmuuts.................... I brought ___. 
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Talk about what others brought to the potluck. 

• k̫̓ aqmis.............................. herring eggs 
• muwač................................ deer 
• ƛ̓uunum ............................. elk 
• cǎmaya̓qƛ........................... pie 
5A. ʔačaqmitḥ ʔukʷiił ___. ......... Who made ___? 
5A. ʔačaqmitḥ ʔuuca̓k ___.......... Who cooked ___? 
5A. ʔacǎqmitḥ m̓aw̓aa ___. ........ Who brought ___? 
5B. ʔuḥmuutʔiš ___. ................... It was ___. 
5B. siya̓aqmits. ......................... It was me. 
5B. niiw̓aaqminiš...................... It was us. 
 


