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2utwii ¢ Introduction

You will learn some basic {adjectives}. Adjectives are descriptive
words like ‘good’, ‘bad’, ‘big’, ‘small’, and so on. You will use

them to describe people, animals, things, and places.

In the advanced section, you will practise plural adjectives, and
words for ‘new’ and ‘old’. You will learn how Nuuchahnulth and
English talk differently about colour, and to make comparative

constructions, like ‘Salmon are bigger than herring’.

2022/7/22 2 11:16



Family lessons L11 Tla-o-qui-aht

huuhtaksiAaya * Beginning
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Similar, different. Show your partner two objects. Discuss

whether they are similar or different.

. 10081 {3 1/ similar

. K™ iishin .....cceevveevvnnivnnnnnnn.. different

1A. naSi?i 2ahkuu. .................... Look at these.

1A. miithiih ?ahkuu.................. Are these similar?
1A. kv iishinh ?ahkuu................ Are these different?
1B. _ -?i'S ?2ahnii.....ccccuuveunnneee. Those are __.

1B. _ —tana-?i3 ?ahaii.............. Those are kind of __.
1A. ?aqginakK......ccccccevuieennnnnnnnn. What do you have?
1A. himCi?iS...cceevuvereiriinernnnnnn. Show me.
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> Note. The word {miithii} means ‘similar’, but not ‘the same’.
When two concepts are exactly the same thing, they can be

described as {¢awaak} ‘one’.

. cawaack™inis. .......ceeeereeevnnnnns We come from the same root.
. caawaksavris?al. ..................... They are one and the same.
. cawaakuk?is?al 2um?iigsu. ... They have the same mother.
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Describing animals. Talk about some common animal species, or
about your own pets. Are they are good or bad, big or small, fat

or skinny? Use the words on the following pages.

2A. ?iihh ¢ims, ?ucknah?ish. .... Is a bear big or small?

2B, RS e It’s .

2B.  —tana—?iS....cccccceeeeeeeeennnnn, It’s kind of _ .

2B, Wik?iiS e, Itisn’t .

2A. sastupnakKk. .........ceeeeennnenne. Do you have a pet?
2A. ?acaqiah.......ccceervenninnnnnnnn. What’s his, her name?
2B. ?unaaksiS finiiA. ................ I have a dog.

2B. ?uklaa?iS .., His, her name is .
2B. wikiituksi$ sa$tup. .............. I don’t have a pet.
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. AUl oo, good

. )07 Te PO bad

. 511 3 RPN big

. 2UCknah?is ...cevveiveniinnennnens small

. VAQAQ vvuererrenreernereernneeenneeeenns long

. NICRIS™ i, short in length
. AQC cetueiiiiierereieeeeeiieeerneeaanns fat

. Aihaqyiha® .o.ccoeveeeeeeeeennee.. skinny

. y N2\ 4 ST fast

. AuntAuuta..........eeeennneniee, slow

. AUAWKUK <o, good-looking
. DIPISKUK v, ugly
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. PHCAVIN cevniiiiieiec e, mouse, rat

. PLSPIS it cat

. CINTIA e dog

R (1118 S beaver

. MUWAC.e.uuereernneereernneneeennnenns deer

. Y F: 31 0 RN hummingbird
. CiX™atin ...coeevveeeeeernneeeeennnnnn. eagle

. %131 10 OO slug

. 11074 O snake

. AUSINL..ceeieieiieieeieeeeiee e, herring

. sUUhaa....ccccoeeevveiieinninennnnn.n. spring salmon
. tukuukK.....cooeiviiiiiiinnnn, sea lion

. 2ihtuup..eeiieeieeeee, whale
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> Note. Some adjectives have only one syllable, like {Aut},
{2iih}, {yaaq}, {Aac}. After these adjectives, some endings

will have long vowels.
. Auth, Aul?iis, yaagh, yaaq?iis, 7’\.ach, Aac?iis
. pisagh, pisaq?i§, Aayixh, Aayix?i§, Auuliuula?is
> Note. Some adjectives end in {-?is}. This ending comes after

{—ckin}, {-tana}, but before mood endings.

. Aul, Auttana, Aultana?is
. niic?is, niictana?is, niictana?is?is
. ?u¢knah?is, 2u¢knahtana?is, 2u¢knahtana?is?is

2022/7/22 9 11:16



Family lessons L11 Tla-o-qui-aht

> Note. There are a few words for ‘cute’. B {?apaas?is} implies
that something is cute in a small way. CT {haatmahi?is}, Q
{haalmaha?s} implies that something is childlike. If you add

the plural ending {-minh}, it will come before {-?is}.

. haalmahi?is.....cccceeeveverniriennnennnnn. cute, small

. haalmahiminh?is.......c.cccceeeeenneeee. ~pl.
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Near, far. Talk about how far away different towns are.

3A. Aawaah mituuni, sayaah....... Is Victoria nearby or far away?
3B. RIS e It’s

. AQWAA c.uvnnrnnreninrenreneencrennenens near

. Y2 N£: L R far

. NACIQS ..ueerrnnrerrrneeerneeerenereennnns Tofino

. yuutu?it......coooeiiiiiiiiiin Ucluelet

. CUUMUSTAAS cevveereerrnnnrerennneennnns Port Alberni

. AQMAALAXY «eveeveeeeeeeeeeeeeenn. Campbell River
. NAANAAYMUX .ccvuurerrnnrernnnennnnnt Nanaimo

. MITUUNT v.uveeiieiinieneee e, Victoria

. paankuupa ......cccceveeeevvnnnennnen. Vancouver

2022/7/22 11 11:16



Family lessons L11 Tla-o-qui-aht

> Note. The N name {Aamaatax"} for Campbell River is not

well established. It comes from Kwakwala {iamataxw}.
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Describing people. You're looking for someone who you know
by name, but don’t know what they look like. Ask your partner to

describe them. Use the words on the following pages.

4A. ?unaahsiS _ ......ccceeeeeeinnenn. I’'m looking for _ .

4A. ?a2aqikukh. ....ccoevereeveeenennnns What do they look like?
4A. ?iighuk¥is q¥aayii. ............. Tell me what they’re like.
4A. cakuph, tuucmah................ Are they a man or woman?
4A. he i, Is he, she ?

4AB.  =R0'Se e He, she is .

4B. Wik?iiS . e, He, she isn’t .
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Here are some useful words for describing people.

5311103 1 SO tall

tuCknah?is ....cceevvvvnenrennnnnn. short in height
PEEUM v, old person, elder
[o:1:41 | » JUU man
luucma.......oooeinei, woman

haak™aaA .....ccccceeveevevnnnnnnn. young woman
haawitaA..........ccoeueeeennnnnnnee. young man
fucsac?is....ccoeeveveeieiennennnn. small girl
mMariAqac?is .ccceceeveeeeennnnnnnns small boy
hapaksut.......ccccoovveeiinnn, having whiskers, beard
taactaanaqsut..................... wearing eyeglasses

2022/7/22 14

Tla-o-qui-aht

11:16



Family lessons L11 Tla-o-qui-aht

yaqsumt........ccccceeeeeieennnnnnnn. having long hair
niicumi?is......cccceeeeereevnnnnnn. having short hair
tucumt.......ooveeeveeneeneeene, having short, spiky hair
¥ 0 | R bald on top

tuupkik, tupkumt ............... having dark hair
AdicxVik*, Adcxuml* ........... having blond hair
Adihik, Aihumt.................... having red hair
caasik, casumt.................... having grey hair
Adisik, Adsum?t......ooeeee...... having white hair
tupkuut.........ooeiiiiiinnnn having a dark face
wasSuut......oooeveeiiiiieniiiene, having a brown face
AISUWL «.eveveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeae. having a pale face
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> Note. The preceding words describing hair and faces use
several suffixes. At least three suffixes describe heads and

hair. The suffix {—(q)ul} describes faces.

. —Q1 e, ‘at the top’

. —(q@)imi, —(qJumt................. ‘round, chunky’
. L~ (W)Y eeeeeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeanes ‘at the hair’

. —(QUt e ‘at the face’

> Note. The word {waSuut} is common for describing tanned
faces, like Nuuchahnulth people have in summertime. But

{tupkuul}, {Aisuut} are not well established.
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